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 The Chrysanthemums
Introduction
The chrysanthemum is a story about a woman named Elisa who lives on a farm with her husband. Her husband had sold a herd of cattle to some businessmen and he wants to take Elisa out for dinner and later watch movie. Elisa was tending her small garden of chrysanthemums when a man who claimed to be a traveler drives up the road and identifies himself as a repairman of sorts. The man was asking for direction to some place, but, then, decided to ask for some work for repairing broken pots, spoons and so forth. Elisa was annoyed as he kept asking questions even after telling him that she did not have any work to offer. The attention shifts back when the repairman showed interest in her chrysanthemums. He told her that he has a neighbor who had been looking for some to plant in her garden. Hearing this, Elisa was excited and decided to give some for the repairman to take to his neighbor. When handing them over, she explained how the neighbor should take care of the plants. When going out with her husband later in the day, Elisa noticed that the repairman threw away the chrysanthemums she gave him on the road and went away with the pot. She was suddenly saddened. This essay seeks to examine carefully why the character (Elisa) act as she did and find some themes that would help in understanding the message the author wanted to convey (this is the thesis Statement). 



